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10th anniversary of salary, equity study recalled
This winter semester marks the 10th anniversary of a salary and pay equity study at Grand
Valley that, at the time, made the university a
leader in creating a fair and accountable workplace.
Linda Yuhas, director of compensation and
employment services, was heavily involved in a
salary review that resulted from the study. She
said the procedures established 10 years ago
continue to be used today, although few faculty
and staff members know the work that happens
behind-the-scenes to ensure fair paychecks.
In 1999, a Women’s Commission campus climate study revealed several issues including
some concern about pay equity. President
Arend D. Lubbers requested a salary study, and
hired June O’Neill to conduct it. O’Neill had
been the director of the Congressional Budget
Office, and was working as an economics professor in New York.
Yuhas said O’Neill’s 2000 study found no patterns of gender bias in faculty salaries; however, GVSU made some adjustments to salaries
of faculty members that were found to be
below market. She was less conclusive about

Administrative/Professional positions. “The study found we had
some unique A/P positions for
which there was no market data
to complete the analysis,” Yuhas
said.
Grand Valley then hired another
consultant, Jan Olson, from
Towers Perrin in Chicago. Olson
concurred with O’Neill’s faculty
study and confirmed there were
no patterns of gender bias in A/P
salaries. Towers Perrin provided
market data to complete the A/P
study; the findings showed some
positions needed salary adjustments to bring them in line with
the market. Yuhas worked closely
with Olson to develop procedures
that offered long-term solutions.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

Patricia Oldt, left, and Linda Yuhas look over ‘Forums’ from 1999 and
2000 that announced the salary and pay equity study and its results.

“There are a lot of processes going into annual
salary reviews. Everything is now documented
to guard against compression and pay inequities,” Yuhas said. “If anyone falls behind in their
market, their name is automatically highlighted
on the computer to bring it to attention.” Yuhas

meets with each executive officer to review
salaries within their division.
Patricia Oldt, professor of education and director of special projects for Charter Schools,
served as vice president for Planning and
continues on page 3

Across Campus
The medications are separated. Controlled
substances are turned over to law enforcement
agencies, who incinerate the medications along
with evidence, according to Drug Enforcement
Agency regulations. The other medications
are turned over to a certified waste hauler for
incineration.

Student launches
medication collection
Unused prescription drugs can pose problems
for communities when they are disposed of
improperly or misused by people. To combat
that problem, Grand Valley student Carrie Uthe
worked with community partners to create the
first prescription drug take-back program in
Muskegon County.
Uthe is a senior in the liberal studies program
and is pursuing an emphasis in business and
health care administration. Her senior thesis
focused on the effect that prescription drugs
have on water systems, and that work led to the
creation of the program. She set the program
up in collaboration with Lakeshore Health
Network, Mercy Health Partners, Muskegon
Community Health Project and the Muskegon
County Sheriff’s Office.

Six one-day collections are scheduled this year.
To learn more, visit www.mamdp.com.
Carrie Uthe wrote a thesis that launched a medication
collection program in Muskegon.

“It is important that the residents of Muskegon
County have a safer, cleaner way to dispose of
unused and expired medications, as opposed
to flushing them, putting them down the drain
or in the landfill,” Uthe said. “This program not
only effects the environment, but it also effects
patient safety and drug abuse diversion.”

Department reports
name change
The School of Public and Nonprofit
Administration is now known as the School of
Public, Nonprofit and Health Administration.
The name change became effective January 11.
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1

and faculty about the recent news events occurring in the Middle East.

Sherry Moyer, department coordinator, said student and faculty interest
in health administration is equal to that of public and nonprofit administration. She said adding “health” to the name will help prospective
students locate courses in health administration, and accreditors may see
the name as evidence of the desired status and autonomy of the Master of
Health Administration program.

“The general tone in the media tries to demonize Islam and gives us a
very negative view of the culture. We very rarely hear about the majority
of positive aspects of Islam,” said Maisel. “It is hard to find other voices in
this context that focus on dialogue between cultures.”

Arabic professor gives students
introduction to Islam
Sebastian Maisel
kicked off the first
Islamic Awareness
Week with a presentation, “Islam 101,” on
February 15 in the
Kirkhof Center. The
event, which was
hosted by the Muslim
Student Association,
was the first of a weeklong series of events
to raise awareness of
Muslim culture on
campus.

Other events during the week included a performance from a comedy
troupe and a student panel.

Laker Lore gets phone number
Students, faculty and staff members, and alumni who want to share their
favorite Grand Valley memory can now do so by phone. Laker Lore has
established a toll-free number as a way of recording memories for Grand
Valley’s 50th anniversary celebration.
The number is (877) 557-4878 or (877) LKR-GVSU. Calls can be taken
between 5-7 p.m. on these dates: February 23, March 2, March 16, March
30, April 13 and April 27.
Recording times are still available on the Allendale and Grand Rapids
campuses for in-person interviews; visit www.gvsu.edu/lakerlore for
more information.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

Sebastian Maisel gives a presentation, ‘Islam 101,’ in the
Kirkhof Center. Here he shows the many faces of Islam.

Maisel, assistant professor of Modern Languages and Literatures, and an Arabic language and
culture professor in the College of Interdisciplinary Studies, discussed the
different aspects of Islam such as religion, politics and culture.

Alumnus collaborates on
latest 50 Cent film script
Brian Miller, a 1999 graduate of the School of Communications at Grand
Valley, has co-written a movie script with Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson, being
filmed in Grand Rapids.

“Muslims come from many different locations, have many different opinions, and are many different ethnicities,” said Maisel. “However, Muslims
are unified by one common profession of faith: love one God and love
your neighbor.”

With the working title of “Love Me, Love Me Not,” the film tells the story
of an all-star running back at the height of his football career, who is faced
with a sudden change-of-life event. Jackson plays the lead role and has
been in Grand Rapids for a week filming scenes, on Grand Valley’s campus and elsewhere, for a trailer to secure financial backing for the film.

Maisel’s discussion sparked several controversial questions from students

continues on page 3
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GVFaces
Jo Ann Litton, senior
academic advisor, CLAS
Academic Advising Center
Jo Ann Litton has a long track record
of working for universities, including
one job as a sorority house mom.
With a bachelor’s degree in Spanish
and home economics from Ball State
University and a master’s degree from
Bowling Green State University, Litton
said she “enjoys the college environment
and working directly with students.”
She joined Grand Valley in the early 1980s,
starting in the Admissions office, where she
was named director. She has also worked in
the Financial Aid office, and most recently
began working as the senior academic
advisor of the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences Academic Advising Center.
“I was ready to embark on the next stage
of my career,” Litton said. “Although I was
nervous and overwhelmed, the staff I work
with at CLAS welcomed me with open arms

and was more than
willing to train me.”
Litton had been heavily
involved with Greek
and student life as an
undergraduate. She then
worked for a private
college in Ohio, with
its Greek life programs.
Litton also worked
Jo Ann Litton
for Southern Indiana
University and Western
Michigan University as a complex director.
Now as an academic advisor for the
biomedical, cellular molecular, and chemistry
divisions, Litton advises pre-professional
students in choosing a graduate school
and the application process. She is there
to offer advice and encouragement.
Litton has two daughters: one a Grand
Valley graduate, and another a Western
Michigan University graduate. She enjoys
scrapbooking, knitting, snowmobiling
and cross-country skiing.
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What’s Ahead
Student panel will discuss
mental health issues
A panel of students will share their stories
of coping with varied mental health
concerns during a presentation on Monday,
February 22, in the Kirkhof Center.
“Bridging the Gap: Mental Health, Student
Needs and University Response” will
begin at 6 p.m. in the Pere Marquette
Room. The event is co-sponsored by the
Counseling Center, Women’s Center and
student groups To Write Love On Her
Arms, and Active Minds On Campus.
Counseling Center staff members and
representatives from other departments
will also facilitate the panel. The program
will provide individual and university
perspectives around mental health issues.
For more information, contact the
Counseling Center at x13266 or the
Women’s Center at x12748. The panel
is approved as a LIB 100 event.

Tea ceremony

Counseling Center
screenings focus on
eating disorders
The Counseling Center will be available for
consultations during National Eating Disorders
Screening Day, Thursday, February 25.
Staff members will be available from 10 a.m.2 p.m. at various locations: Kirkhof Center
lobby, Kleiner Commons, DeVos Center,
Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences lobby
and North C. They will also staff the Campus
Recreation Center from 4-6 p.m., and the
Counseling Center office from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Participants will be asked to fill out a
questionnaire, and can elect to talk with a
center staff member. For more information,
call the Counseling Center at x13266.

Events about body
awareness planned
Several campus departments are sponsoring
events this week to coincide with National
Eating Disorders Week (see above story).
“Conversations on Loving Your Body”
events are planned from February 25-March
4. Events are sponsored by the College
of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Women
and Gender Studies, Counseling Center,
Movement Science, Women’s Center and
Office of Multicultural Affairs. Highlights
from the week include the following:

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

A grand tea master prepares tea for students
during a ceremony February 9 in the Kirkhof
Center. The event was part of the Asian Pacific
American Heritage celebration. Events continue
this week on Tuesday with presentations by
Curtis Chin and Thursday with a presentation by
Phoebe Eng. Visit www.gvsu.edu/oma for details.

• Film “Beauty Mark,” March 3, 7 p.m.,
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room: Tri-athlete
Diane Israel examines popular culture’s
emphasis on weight and looks. A panel will
respond to questions following the film.
• Presentation, “How to Approach
Someone You Think May Have an Eating
Disorder,” March 4, 1 p.m., Kirkhof Center,
Pere Marquette Room: Shari Bartz,
assistant professor of movement science,
will discuss how to recognize signs of

an eating disorder and how to help.
• Jean Swap, March 3-4, noon-4 p.m., Kirkhof
Center, room 1201: The Women’s Center
will host a swap of jeans. Bring a pair in that
no longer fits, and swap it for a new pair.

FTLC workshop supports
faculty writing projects
An afternoon workshop sponsored by the
Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center
will be geared toward helping faculty and
staff members with their writing projects:
dissertations, book chapters and other works.
“Supporting Scholars” is set for Friday,
February 26, from noon-3:30 p.m. in the
Kirkhof Center, room 2263. Christine Rener,
FTLC director, said a number of experts will
host roundtable sessions and help provide
resources to interested writers. Sessions include
Writing in Technical Disciplines, Preparing a
Grant Proposal, Author Rights, and Publishing
in Peer-Reviewed Journals. A buffet lunch will
be provided; there is no charge to attend.
The event is co-sponsored by the Center for
Scholarly and Creative Excellence, University
Libraries and Information Technology. For
more information, call the FTLC at x13498.

Basketball tickets
on sale for $2
Grand Valley’s Athletic Department is
celebrating its basketball season finales on
Saturday, February 27, by cutting all ticket
prices to just $2.
The celebration is part of the ongoing
“Year of the Fan” campaign, in which
the university thanks its fans for their
continuing support of Laker athletics.
The women’s and men’s teams will host
Northwood University, beginning at 6 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased at the Athletic Ticket
Office in the Fieldhouse, or by calling x13200.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
Other actors in the film include Lynn Whitfield and Mario Van Peebles.
William Eubank is directing the film.
This is the third film collaboration between Miller and Jackson. Miller
wrote and directed “Caught in the Crossfire,” shot in Grand Rapids in
May, and collaborated with Jackson on the script for the action thriller
“Gun,” which completed filming in Grand Rapids last month. Both films
used Grand Valley alumni on their production crews.
Grand Valley students volunteered for scenes at a college party, as extras
in the stands at the football stadium and as general crew help. When the
production returns in April for additional filming, they will use about 60
crew people, including some internship opportunities for students from
Grand Valley’s film and video production program.

Miller spoke with students in several classes, sharing his own road to
Hollywood.
Noting the Michigan film credit incentives
and the new Hanger 42 studio in Walker,
Miller told students they no longer need to
move to Los Angeles to get started in the
film industry. “You now have everything
you need here and a growing number of
opportunities,” said Miller. “There’s no
other place like it.”
Photo by Amanda Pitts

Brian Miller, ’99, talks to a communications class
about his work in Hollywood.

Salary study brought current checks and balances
continued from page 1
Equity 10 years ago and was also closely
involved in the salary study and its results. Oldt
said training was held for deans and department leaders on the new review processes.
“Our goal is to have a transparent, fair and

equitable process,” Oldt said. “We were seeking resolution. Not a quick fix that just added
money to the salaries of a few people.”
Yuhas and Olson gave a presentation at a
College and University Professional Association
conference shortly after the system was implemented. “The room was packed,” Yuhas said.

“No one could believe that we had all these
checks and balances. It was a lot of work at the
time, but I really see some wonderful benefits
that have come from it.”

3

4

Forum | february 22, 2010

General Events
Mon., Feb. 22
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Developing Rubrics
to Evaluate Writing.” 1142 KC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/ftlc for more information.
3 p.m.: Black History Month Event. “Closing
the Gap: Health Disparities,” by Khan
Nedd. 2215/2216 KC. Call x12177 for more
information.

Noon: Community Reading Project Discussion
Group. University Club Room, DEV. Call
x18100 for more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

Fri., Feb. 26

3 p.m.: Black History Month Event. “One
Better World,” by Vernon Wall. GRR, KC.
Call x12177 for more information.

Noon: FTLC Workshop. “Shares Well with
Others: Using Blackboard Scholar &
Collaborative Web Resources to Enhance
Student Learning.” 205A DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/ftlc for more information.

3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Continuing the
Conversation with Faculty: ADA Case
Studies.” 2201 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc
for more information.

Tues., Feb. 23

Thurs., Feb. 25

Noon: Asian Pacific Heritage Celebration
Event. “Marriage Equality and LGBT,” by
Curtis Chin. 1240 KC. Call x12177 for more
information.

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more information.

3 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series:
Bias Incident Protocol Training. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
seminar for more information.

9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series.
“Communicating with Substance and
Style.” AH. Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar
for more information.

4 p.m.: Asian Pacific Heritage Celebration
Event. “Hate Hurts – ‘Vincent Who?’” by
Curtis Chin. 2204 KC. Call x12177 for more
information.

1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Shares Well with
Others: Using Blackboard Scholar &
Collaborative Web Resources to Enhance
Student Learning.” 111 HRY. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/ftlc for more information.

9 a.m.: FTLC Workshop. “Continuing the
Conversation with Faculty: ADA Case
Studies.” 303C DEV. Call x13498 for more
information.
11:30 p.m.: Johnson Center for Philanthropy
hosts “A Look Inside Healthcare: Its
Changing Dynamic,” by Margaret Schulte.
Bicycle Factory. Visit www.gvsu.edu/jcp
for more information.

7:30 p.m.: Theater Presents Two One-Act
Plays. LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for more
information.

Noon-5 p.m.: Lakerlore Audiotaping. 1140 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/lakerlore to RSVP.

6 p.m.: Counseling Center hosts Student
Panel, “Bridging the Gap: Mental Health
and Student Needs.” 2204 KC. Call x13266
for more information.

Wed., Feb. 24

Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/lakerlore to RSVP.

1:30 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence
Series. “Communication with Substance
and Style.” 123 CHS. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
seminar for more information.
3 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture Series.
“Walking the Talk of Diversity,” by Phoebe
Eng. Rescheduled from earlier date.
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x12177
for more information.

Noon-5 p.m.: Faculty/Staff Fridays in the
Writing Center. 120 LOH. Call x12922 for
more information.
Noon: FTLC Workshop. “Supporting
Scholars.” 2215/2216 KC. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/ftlc for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Theater Department Presents Two
One-Act Plays. LAT, PAC.

Sat., Feb. 27
7:30 p.m.: Theater Department Presents Two
One-Act Plays. LAT, PAC.

Sports
Thurs., Feb. 25
6 and 8 p.m.: Women’s and Men’s Basketball
hosts Wayne State University.

Sat., Feb. 27
6 and 8 p.m.: Women’s and Men’s Basketball
hosts Northwood University.

3-5 p.m.: Lakerlore Audiotaping. University

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News

wide sustainability activities.

Doug Van Der Aa, visiting assistant professor
of accounting, was interviewed by Corp!, for a
story about how national health care reforms
would affect small businesses.

Sketches

Wallace Boeve, program director and associate professor of physician assistant studies, was
profiled in a
“Leadership Focus” story by
the American Academy of Physician Assistants
on its Web site.
Steve Glass, associate dean of the College
of Interdisciplinary Studies and professor of
movement science, was interviewed by Deans
and Provosts for a story about the university-

David Linn, assistant professor of biomedical sciences, co-wrote an article , “ACh
Receptors Link Two Signaling Pathways to
Neuroprotection Against Glutamate-Induced
Excitotoxicity in Isolated RGCs,” published in
the Journal of Neurochemistry.
Brian Lakey, professor of psychology, co-wrote
an article, “Enacted Support’s Links to Negative
Affect and Perceived Support are More
Consistent with Theory when Social Influences
are Isolated from Trait Influences,” published
in the Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin.

Shelley Schuurman, assistant professor of
social work, gave a presentation, “Traumatic
Stress and the Social Work Practitioner: Coping
Effectively with the Cost of Caring,” at a GVSU
Continuing Education Workshop.
Virginia Jenkins, professor and chair of art
and design, juried the artwork accepted for the
Winter Art Festival at Gallery Uptown in Grand
Haven.
College of Education faculty members Nancy
Patterson, Elizabeth Petroelje Stolle and
Nancy DeFrance have been named co-editors
of the Language Arts Journal of Michigan.

